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N ABU DHABI MARITIME Abu Dhabi
Ref : ADM/LMN/2026/21 el
Date : 02/04/2026 ookl

LOCAL MARINE NOTICE IN ABU DHABI

To : All users of waterways, mariners
and maritime operators in Abu
Dhabi

Location : AbuDhabi Waterways

Subject : Temporary Resumption of
Maritime Activities and
Services
With reference to Local Marine Notice No.

(ADM/LMN/2026/20) issued on 7 March 2026 regarding
the “Temporary Suspension of Recreational Marine
Activities and Services,” please be informed that the
following updated regulations, instructions, and
amendments have been approved:

First: Operational Regulations for Marine Crafts in
Abu Dhabi City Waterways

1. Pleasure Boats, Houseboats, and Yachts

Pleasure Boats, Houseboats, and yachts are permitted to
navigate and conduct recreational activities (including
Kayaks and sailing boats) within the inland waters of the
Emirate of Abu Dhabi- as per the attached illustrative
map, provided that the National Guard Operations Room
is notified in advance before commencing any maritime
activity. Permitted operating hours are from 07:00 AM
to 08:00 PM.

The use of jet skis is prohibited in all waterways within
the Emirate of Abu Dhabi until further notice.

2. Fishing Boats

Fishing boats are authorized to operate within the inland
waters of the Emirate in accordance with the following
conditions:

e Operating hours are limited to 07:00 AM to 02:00 PM.

e Strict avoidance of the waterways surrounding the
Halat Al Bahrani area.

¢ A Nokhitha (Captain) or deputy Nokhitha, who must
be a UAE national, must be present on board at all
times.

e The number of crew on board must not exceed four
(3) individuals, including the Nokhitha.

e The Emirati fisherman is permitted to carry a mobile
phone during the fishing trip. Crew members are
prohibited from carrying mobile phones, except for
non-camera phones, which must remain under the
responsibility of the Emirati fisherman.
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Second: Operational Regulations for Marine Crafts in
Al Dhafra Region Waterways

1. Pleasure Boats, Houseboats, and Yachts

All Pleasure Boats, Houseboats, and Yachts are prohibited
from navigating the waterways in the Al Dhafra region until
further notice.

2. Fishing Boats

Fishing boats are authorized to operate within the Al
Dhafra Region waterways in accordance with the following
conditions:

e Operating hours are limited to 07:00 AM to 02:00 PM.

¢ Maintaining the designated course and sailing within 6
nautical miles from the Al Dhafra region shoreline.

e A Nokhitha (Captain) or deputy Nokhitha, who must be
a UAE national, must be present on board at all times.

e The number of crew on board must not exceed four (3)
individuals, including the Nokhitha.

e The Emirati fisherman is permitted to carry a mobile
phone during the fishing trip. Crew members are
prohibited from carrying mobile phones, except for
non-camera phones, which must remain under the
responsibility of the Emirati fisherman.

e Avoid approaching restricted areas, including oil
platforms, power plants, and other prohibited areas.

Third: Operational Regulations for Marine Crafts in
the vicinity of Dalam Island
1. Pleasure Boats, Houseboats, and Yachts

All Pleasure Boats, Houseboats, and Yachts are prohibited
from navigating the waterways in the vicinity of Dalam
Island until further notice.

2. Fishing Boats

Fishing boats are authorized to operate in the vicinity of
Dalam Island in accordance with the following conditions:

e Operating hours are limited to 07:00 AM to 02:00 PM.

¢ Maintaining the sailing within 2 nautical miles in the
vicinity of Dalam Island.

¢ A Nokhitha (Captain) or deputy Nokhitha, who must be
a UAE national, must be present on board at all times.

e The number of crew on board must not exceed four (3)
individuals, including the Nokhitha.

e The Emirati fisherman is permitted to carry a mobile
phone during the fishing trip. Crew members are
prohibited from carrying mobile phones, except for
non-camera phones, which must remain under the
responsibility of the Emirati fisherman.

e Avoid approaching restricted areas, including oil
platforms, power plants, and other prohibited areas.
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Fourth: Maritime Safety and Security Instructions

All waterways’ users must fully comply with the following
instructions to ensure their safety and security:

1. Ensure that the marine craft’'s tracking device
(Transponder) is activated before departure. In the
event of any technical malfunction during navigation,
the National Guard Operations Room must be contacted
immediately at 996.

2. All instructions and directives issued by the National
Guard Command must be strictly followed to ensure the
safety and protection of the marine environment.

3. These decisions will be applied on a trial basis for three
(3) days, starting Thursday 02/04/2026. During this
period, the situation and activities will be evaluated to
determine whether to extend the measures or reinstate
the temporary suspension of activities, based on the
latest updates.

4. In the event of violating any of the above-mentioned
requirements, the fisherman will be prohibited from
fishing for one month. In the event of a repeated
violation, he will be prohibited from fishing for six (6)
months.

For inquiries, you may contact Captain Ahmed Al Dhaheri,
Director of Waterways at Abu Dhabi Maritime, via email:
WWI@admaritime.ae or by phone at 0523988881.
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LOCAL MARINE NOTICE IN ABU DHABI

To : All users of waterways, mariners and

maritime operators in Abu Dhabi

Abu Dhabi Waterways

Temporary Suspension of
Maritime Recreational
Activities and Services

Location :
Subject

Please be informed that, in light of the current
circumstances, it has been decided to temporarily
suspend all recreational marine activities and
services provided at marinas and community
ports. This precautionary measure comes as part
of our ongoing commitment to ensuring the
highest standards of safety and well-being for all
sea-goers in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi. Water taxi
and ferry services will continue to operate as
scheduled.

Please be advised that this temporary suspension
of services is part of the continuous efforts being
made by the concerned authorities to ensure the
safety and security of all users of waterways.

Therefore, we urge all waterway users and sea-
goers to:

e Adhere to the official guidelines issued by the
authorities.

e Exercise patience when planning any new
marine activities until further notice.

You will be provided with all updates as soon as
they become available through our official
channels. We thank you for your understanding
and continuous cooperation
safety of our marine community.
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